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“We don’t catch as many fish 
as before. In the past you were 

lucky if you could eat all the 
fish you caught that day.” 

- Salmao 





“We want Tara Bandu here, 
but based on the culture from 
our ancestors we believe that 
it will be stronger if we do it in 

the proper way.” 
- Johnny 





“Having a Tara Bandu is 
important because I want my 
children and grandchildren to 
always have fish like I can see 
in the sea now. I don’t want it 

to be lost in the future.” 
- Neca 



1. Lack of fisheries data 

2. Women not very involved 

Challenges 



Community-based Fisheries Monitoring Group 



“We want to learn about new 
things, help our community 
and keep developing in the 
future. We were surprised 

when this opportunity came 
along but doing this work 

makes us happy.” 
- Mesya 





Exchange trip 



July – October 

 

38 interviews 

• 17 groups of men 

• 16 individual men 

• 6 women 

 

 

 

 

 

Women handline 
Men use spearguns & nets 

Some initial results 
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Habitat of fishing location 
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Fish family 



Difficulties 
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The road ahead 



Beyond Atauro 
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