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introducing ‘boneless danggit’

supermarket in Davao City Cebu International Airport

online market places



How do artisanship and gendered labor 
figure in the production of value in 
boneless danggit making? 
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Women in Post-harvest Fisheries
Recent studies on women in Philippine post-harvest fisheries focus on: conservation and fisheries 

management (Torell et al. 2021); participation in aquaculture (Mengo et al. 2023); and fish marketing 

(Macusi et al. 2024), among others.

While recent scholarship has increasingly highlighted various efforts and approaches to achieve 

gender equity (Kleiber et al. 2017; Rice et al. 2024; Cavole et al. 2025), however, little attention 

remains on the artisanship of women engaged in post-harvest activities within small-scale fisheries. 



Artisanship and 
Gendered Labour

artisanship as accumulated knowledge and skilled 

practice acquired through social interactions 

(Gowlland 2019; Ingold 2000); small-scale, 

produced ‘completely by hand’ (UNESCO)

gendered labour as waged labour embedded in 

social reproduction and complex social 

relationships (Collins 2014)
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Split-opening

Eviscerating

Deboning

Pukyad
a sequence of artisanal acts that transforms 

fresh rabbitfish into the distinct butterfly-like boneless danggit

kusog | hanas | malahap | payas | garang-garang 



Women as Mamukyaray



Based on Household Livelihoods Survey (n= 672), 

358 Households reported to have mamukyaray household members.  



❖ human-fish 
relations 

❖ workplace 
condition

❖ economic 
precarities

❖ safety and 
hygiene



Timplada‘flavoring’ the brine solution by approximating salt content, 
refined through personal experience and adjusted to market demands

Brining

Washing

banâ-banâ  | hakop  |  lamâ sa tubig dagat  |  tinab-ang



Unsalted?

Moamboc Island, Bantayan Robinson’s Supermarket, Cebu City



artisanal knowledge system;
gendered labour

• women’s artisanal knowledge and practice 
were acquired and harnessed socially

• the skills and techniques vary, shaped by 
length and depth of experience

• their gendered labour is embedded in wider 
structures of power, norms, and hierarchies



Rendered Invisible
pukyad and timplada, as artisanal 
knowledge and practice, are often 
rendered invisible by outsiders

• technicist interventions

• improvement agendas

• marketing and consumption

rendering women artisanship invisible 
exacerbates their marginality





Reclaiming Women’s Artisanship

acknowledging and valuing women’s 

artisanship and gendered labour 

make interventions in dried fish 

economies effective and impactful; 

thereby recognizing their agency as 

key  actors in dried fish economies, 

and consequently dignifying their 

knowledge, practices, and labour
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Damu nga salamat!
Thank you!
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