
METHODOLOGY

BACKGROUND

Transpersonal
ecocentrism
Deep ecocentrism
Moderate
ecocentrism

ECOCENTRISM
[EARTH-CENTRIC]

ANTHROPOCENTRISM
/ TECHNO-CENTRISM

[MAN-CENTRIC]

Accommodating
anthropocentrism
Cornucopian
anthropocentrism

Decreasing sustainabil ity

Figure 4. Sustainability interpretations based on Man-Earth Dominance Viewpoint
(Mungai et al., 2023).
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Emerging
Themes

Continuous use of natural resources 
Continuous livelihoods, self-sustaining practices
Sufficient food, daily needs met 
Not dependent on aid (ayuda)
Balance between people and nature

Sustainability

and Self-

sufficiencyLeaders who
protect resources 
Collective decision-
making, rules,
regulations
Volunteerism,
Bayanihan,
cooperation
Organized
governance, local
rules followed

Caring for oceans, forests,
fishery 
Tree planting, mangroves,
reforestation 
Dugong conservation, proper
tourism management
(carrying capacity)
Marine protection, sustainable
fishing, no illegal practices

Indigenous Knowledge Systems and Practices (IKSP)
Cultural traditions, rituals, practices (gulpimano, tambol
tipan)
Concept of Balik Handog (giving back to nature and
community)
Transfer of knowledge to youth, cultural education

Happiness, respect, cooperation
Desire for empowerment and resilience
Hope for sustainable development
Balance: development + sustainability

Lack of hospitals,
health services
Limited water
access, irrigation
issues
Gaps in education,
communication,
transportation

Children schooling,
aspirations to finish
studies
Intergenerational
teaching
(sustainable fishing,
farming, cultural
traditions)
Youth
empowerment,
cultural continuity

Abundant resources for income 
Employment availability
Community-based tourism  (Dugong
watching, mangrove, ecotourism)
Women’s involvement in livelihoods
(restaurants, markets, fisheries)
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Values andAspirations

Practical aspirations

Strong focus on sustainability,
livelihood and environment

Continuous use of

resources

Fishing, farming, Dugong

conservation, reforestation

Enough food (3 meals/day),

basic livelihood, education

for children

Conservation success,

model roles in ecotourism

(Bantay Dugong)

Areas of Cohesion

Tend to emphasize on
resource-based survival
and continuity

Sustainability & 
Self-sufficiency

Environmental Stewardship

Community & Cooperation

Education & Future Generations

Livelihood & Economic Security

Values & Aspirations

Strong focus on community, culture,
and family well-being

Governance, leadership,

collective decision-making

Volunteerism, Bayanihan,

community cooperation

Transfer of knowledge, IKSP,

cultural preservation

Aspirations are more
oriented  toward family

and community

Stable jobs in Calauit (even

with lower pay) to stay

close to family

Empowerment of women

and community groups

Better health services,

education, livelihoods

Tend to emphasize on
social cohesion, family
resilience and cultural

preservation
Figure 3. Gender-based responses and areas of cohesion.
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The Calamian Tagbanwa IPs have a strong leaning towards
Ecocentrism viewpoints, with notable characteristics of both deep
ecology and moderate ecology, i.e., grounded in environmental and
evidence-based concepts of nature and decision-making for the
benefit of the community, and certain beliefs and value systems.
They also recognize the value of ecosystems and are aware of the
natural environment's carrying capacity, as demonstrated by the
engagements and measures they take on in their community. 

Figure 1. Calauit Island in the Municipality of Busuanga, Province of
Palawan, Philippines (Leonida et al. 2025).

The Calamian Tagbanwa women IPs associate sustainability with social structures (community cooperation, family care, cultural preservation, women’s empowerment),
while men associate it with direct resource use (fishing, farming, guarding marine species). Cohesion is strongest where resources meet community well-being. Overall,
the Tagbanwa IPs show a strong leaning towards Ecocentrism sustainability viewpoints, reflecting strong roots in their tradition of harmonious co-existence with nature.

The concept of sustainability (likas-kaya in Filipino) as an integral part of international development has been around for almost four decades. The complex, contextual, and
dynamic nature of this concept makes it an elusive goal despite the many metrics developed to quantify it. The road to sustainability is anchored in sustainable development,
which entails development that is mindful of the needs of both present and future generations. But how does this pathway translate to local communities? This paper brings
the conversation on sustainability to local grounds by visualizing it through the eyes of the women and men members of the Calamian Tagbanwa Indigenous Peoples (IPs)
community in Calauit Island, Philippines, who are noted for their strong assertion of their ancestral land and water rights and commitment to sustainability.

Figure 2. Emerging themes from the responses of key informants.

mailto:*fubagsit@up.edu.ph
mailto:*fubagsit@up.edu.ph

