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Future Direction of Gender in Aquaculture & Fisheries: Action, Research and Development
Gender studies or research should essentially deal with the impacts of changes in social, cultural, political, technological and environmental spheres on the lives and livelihood of men and women and their equations within the family, community and society in general. The effects have both external and internal dimensions. Any change or shift in any one of the dimensions brings in issues of adjustments that have to be addressed. The fisheries sector is also similar in its scope as far as gender studies are concerned.

Some critical issues that will require attention in fisheries and aquaculture from the point of view of gender are:

1. Technological changes in harvest and post harvest sectors of fisheries and aquaculture

Impact of technological changes on resources access- will it have any impact on traditional fishing rights

a.  Whether there will be any marginalisation of sections of fishers like fisherwomen (as has been seen in the case of mechanization and centralization of points of first sale) and small scale, subsistence fishers

b. Impact on market and trade arrangements

c. Impact on livelihoods and incomes

d. Impact on overall socio-economic status

e. Strategies to build capacities to face the challenges and utilise the opportunities that technological changes offer

In general, it has been observed that the effect of introduction of new technologies in the fisheries sector has been different for both fishermen and fisherwomen. To a certain extent, certain sections of the fisher population have been able to take advantage of the innovations with respect to craft and gears, increasing their access to deeper waters and better harvests. Fisherwomen have been marginalised and an almost complete exclusion from traditional roles has taken place. With centralisation of landing the traditionally women centric activities like post harvest handling and trade have all been taken over by men, and not necessarily by fishermen. The impact on small-scale subsistence fishers also has not been so positive with the changes not percolating to their level and no direct or indirect benefits accruing to them. While harvest is only one aspect of the ‘technological change’ paradigm, the related trade and market issues also has undergone change, in turn affecting the overall socio-economic status of the fishers. All these aspects need to be studied in the gender framework, to make the entire process of technology development gender sensitive.   
2. Policy shifts

a. Process of and approaches to policy formulation, including assessment of stakeholder participation in the policy making process

b. Gender specific impact of policy changes or shifts, both quantitative and qualitative
i. On their spaces within the community and society

ii. On their livelihoods - Livelihood changes (any change in existing livelihood scenario) or shifts (any change from existing livelihood scenario) and livelihood security
iii. On their income and overall socio-economic status

Policy formulation process and policy impacts at all levels and in all sectors that can have an impact on fishers and their livelihoods need to be studied. The emergence of innovative systems of policy formulation, like in the case of the co-management approach to common property resources, needs to be looked at from the gender perspective. Since decision making is still very patriarchal in fishing communities, the voice of fisherwomen in these processes tends to be unheard and therefore this becomes even more pertinent, because the role and involvement of fisherwomen in these processes are to be assessed so as to ensure better participation through proactive policy formulation. 
3. Environmental changes

a. Degradation of resources

b. Climate change

Research shows that women have been bearing the brunt of climate change as the availability of natural resources like water is stressed as a result of this. The impact on coastal communities will be much more far reaching as rising sea levels, changes in fish stock availability etc are becoming pronounced. These issues need to be studied in depth with urgency so as to evolve policies to mitigate these challenges. 
4. Issues and challenges of the development debate

a. Encroachment into their livelihood spaces by development projects (including tourism)

The development vs. sustainability debate has been an ongoing one in many parts of the world and a via media has to be arrived at so that both development and sustainability can go hand in hand.  With coastal areas coming under the ambit of developmental projects, the impact on coastal livelihoods is an area of concern.

5. Research – systems and methodologies

a. Gender disaggregated data about all levels in the sector (on the lines of VLS)

b. Availability of information/data at micro and macro levels

c. Tested and standardised methodologies for gender  research/gender studies which are fisheries specific, including developing problem/issue specific framework for analysis
d. Development of women centric technologies – especially in aquaculture
e. Building research capabilities
The number of gender specific studies in fisheries and aquaculture needs to be increased and greater funding for these is to be provided. The studies should be undertaken at local, regional, and national levels. The lack of data has been highlighted by many experts and projects that result in generation of data must be priority. Projects like the ‘Village Level Studies’ undertaken by ICRISAT in the agriculture sector needs to be emulated. A gender workshop can be organised as an annual event by the AFS, to review the work in gender in fisheries and aquaculture.

An indicative framework which may serve as a pointer for research, development as well as policy or action in gender in fisheries and aquaculture is presented:
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Issue specific frameworks need to be developed. They can be interlinked to other issues and the studies can become more holistic. An issue specific framework (for climate change) which is prepared by Jyothi Parikh from IRADe for the Agriculture sector is found relevant and is presented here as example.  Similar frame works can be developed for Fisheries sector for each issue at the micro as well as in macro levels.
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