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Background 

 

●   State Government wants to know 

the problems faced by the 

fisherwomen in Andhra Pradesh to 

take some policy decisions. 

●  Based on my earlier experience The 

University supported to find out the 

ongoing challenges 

 

 



 Methodology: 

 

 Detailed surveys were conducted in 

selected fisher villages. 

• Information on Fishing Activities of 

Women 

• In  the 9 coastal districts of  Guntur District 

•4 sea coast Mandals namely Bapatla, 

Pittalavari Palem,  Nizampatanam, and 

Repalle. 

•With one Preschool Child  

•30 Families from each Mandals ( 120 

Families)` 

 



Fishing activities of Women: 

 

Marketing ---- 31% 

Sun drying---- 31% 

Salting-----------31% 

Netting ----------40% 

Any Other ( Agricultural Work)-

----88%. 







LOW COST ICECREAM FREEZER 

The following are advantages of the instrument.  

➢ The cost of the equipment is low (Rs.4,000/-) 

➢ No technical know-how is needed 

➢ Labour is not required as in the traditional ice-cream making 

➢ Ice cream can be prepared by a lay man also 

➢ Capacity per batch is 4.5 – 6 lts. 

➢ Time required per batch is 5-7 minutes. 





Clam collection  

Prawn Seed Collection 

Sorting  

Marketing 

Aquaculture 

Fish farms 

Shrimp farms 

Shrimp hatcheries 

Labour at landing centres 

Loading ice to boat 

Unloading fish from boat 

Loading fish to tempos 

Sorting of fish 

 

Fresh Fish Marketing 

Traditional fish processing 

Salting and drying of fish 

Dressing of fish 

Surimi Units 

Processing plants  

Peelers 

Graders 

Packers 

By Products units 

Fish meal 

Oil 

Liver oil units 

Manure 



TRADITIONAL 

PROCESSING 

Labour intensive 

Non availability of good quality salt 

Lack of knowledge on hygiene 

Scarcity of potable water 

Lack of space for drying 

Adverse climates 

Inadequate drying 

Losses in drying on roadsides 

Losses during storage by insect 

infestation, browning 

Drying at floor levels 

Lack of facilities in drying yards 

(Raised platform drying racks) 

Informal trading – large number of 

intermediaries. 

Lack of storage facilities. 

Low profit margins  

Risks and uncertainties  

Inappropriate use of insecticides  

Low quality products  

HEALTH & NUTRITION 

Lack of knowledge on food and health 

Poor general hygiene 

Inadequate food consumption 

Nutritional deficiency – low intake of 

macro and micro nutrients 

Lack of awareness on child care 

 

RAW MATERIAL 

Seasonal availability  

Uncertainties of catch / scarce 

supply of fish 

High perishability 

Intense competition 

Long waiting 

Non availability of ice 

Losses due to spoilage 

Poor quality 

Lack of cold storage facility at 

markets 

GENERAL 

Low income 

Lack of transportation facilities 

Long distances 

Inadequate facilities for women at markets 

and landing centre 

Declining fish catches 

Have to support facilities 

No alternate income source  

Use of inappropriate tools and accessories 

High interest rates  

 

NEEDS 

Increase income 

Reduce losses 

Provide appropriate 

tools and 

accessories 

Education and 

training 

Increase savings 

Generate alternate 

income sources 

 

CONSTRAINTS OF WOMEN  

IN  

POST HARVEST FISHERIES 

 

 

ADVANTAGES TO BE 

IN POST HARVEST 

Flexibility in working 

hours 

Immediate returns 

Skill and expertise 

Strong demand for 

fresh and dry/salted 

fish 

Low investment  

Low working costs 

Support from the 

family  

 

Constrains of women in post harvest fisheries 

 



 Vital Role of Fisher Women: 

▪Fisheries in India account for 2.5% of the gross 

domestic product 

 

▪Generate powerful income and employment 

 

▪Play a vital role in the operation of fisheries – 

continuing growth as a component of Agriculture 

Sector of the economy. 

 

▪Postharvest Handling; Preservation;  

 

▪Processing; Marketing of seafood’s; 

 

▪Provide an interlink between Producer & 

Consumer. 



Regional Opportunities: 

 

Fresh Fish marketing & Traditional Fish Processing – Preferred 

Activities: Clam collection & processing; Fish Processing; Fish & shrimp 

Farms & hatcheries 

Prawn seed Collection 

Salt Loading   

Byproduct units 

 

Constraints: 

 

Many suffer from poor health, Hygiene & Nutrition 

Lack of Education, Child Care Transportation 

Uncertain Catches with varying Quality, highly perishable, lack of cold 

storage & Intense  competition 

Scarcity of Potable water,, space for Dry, Adverse weather condition, 

loses through insect infestation, Product Quality issues,  low profit  

margins. 

 Lack of Storage facility , Health  Hazards, long hours of working in hot 

son, walk long distances with head load, Back aches, head Aches, Chest , 

Shoulder, Joint and muscular pain, Skin infections Breathlessness 







 Fish utilization trend in India  













 
 

Constraints: 
Many suffer from poor health, Hygiene & Nutrition 

 

Lack of Education, Child Care, Transportation 

 

Uncertain Catches with varying Quality, highly perishable, lack of cold 

storage & Intense  competition 

 

Scarcity of Potable water,, space for Drying, Adverse weather condition, 

loses through insect infestation, 

 

 Product Quality issues,  low profit  margins. 

 

 Lack of Storage facility, 

 

Health Hazards, long hours of working in hot son, walk long distances 

with head load,  

 

Back aches, head Aches, Chest , Shoulder, Joint and muscular pain, Skin 

infections Breathlessness 



 
 

Care Required:  

 

Socio Economic Empowerment 

Education about Nutrition, 

Health, Sanitation, Child Care, 

Current technologies, 

 Best Practices Techniques. 



The Vulnerability of Fisher Women 
 

 

1. Education and training 

2. Poor Housing and Sanitation 

3. Health: Nutritional Food is a vital factor    

     determining health.  

4  . Physical mobility 

5. Access to credit 

6. Marketing Problems 

7. Entrepreneur Development Program 

8. Impact of technology 



 

Problems 
 

•The socio-economic conditions of the fisher women have been    

  neglected. 

 

•Better marketing facilities for fish venders. 

• increase the purchasing power 

 

•To educate the fisher women on small family norms. 

•Processing low cost fish in to value added 

 

•Extensions programs for farm women should be one of the target 

groups. 

 

•Cooperatives may be organized for women engaged in processing and 

trading of fish 

 

•Properly trained and educated women should be deployed as link 

workers  



The fishery sector has witnessed serious crises 

during the last decade problems like  

 
▪ lack of finance,  

▪ lack of storage facilities and quick delivery of input,  

▪ lack of ice-plants, lack of awareness of market information,  

▪uncertain quality of fish, faulty measurement system, 

▪  lack of market infrastructure, 

▪  imbalance between demand and supply of fish,  

▪ low level of education among fishermen,  

▪and lack of availability of other and alternative profitable occupation 

▪ inadequate income and relatively high level of expenditure 

▪  extremes of climate,  

▪natural calamities like floods and draught, the tsunami,  

▪ lack of appropriate policy measures,  

▪weak organizational structure of fishermen cooperatives, 

▪  failure of the cooperative system, 

▪  lack of transportation facilities, and the like. 



 Recommendations 
 
 

 

Training program for Empowerment (Economically, 

Socially & Political ) 

Product Development through Formal Training 

Training in efficient utilization of Fisheries Resources 

Training of master Resource Persons from existing Fisher 

Women 

Employment generation 

Basic Principles of Hygienic handling  

Keeping Quality & Marketability 

Imparting Locally relevant economically Viable 

Technologies 

Government  to set up Marketing ,Cold Storage facilities 

 



The Happy Balance Sheet of Life: 

 

 
 

 8 F------------- Faith, Family & Friends 

 

8 H------------ - Health, Hygiene & Hobby 

 

8 S -------------- Social , Service & Smile 






