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*There is a vast and growing body of research on

._different aspects of marine plastic since the pa’everal
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GENDER ROLES IN FISHING ACTIVITIES

*Fishing communities across southeast Asia tend to
practice gender-based division of labor in fisheries.

*Men go fishing in the ocean/sea. Women do gleaning
and part-time fishing (Kusakabe & Thongprasert, 2022).

*Men have exclusive access to high-value species
whereas nearshore & shallow ecosystems are controlled
by both women and men (Torell et al., 2021).

*Women contribute significantly in post-harvest, processing,



GENDER ROLES IN FISHING FAMILIESS

Gender based division of labor is also noted =72
at the household level.

*Women are responsible for carework,

including feeding the family, irrespective of the income men bring
(Kusakabe & Thongprasert, 2022).

*Men are not considered primary caregivers in the household,
irrespective of whether they are involved in fishing activities.

*Due to the social undervaluation of women’s work at home and in




LONG TERM IMPLICATIONS

........

OF GENDER ROLES

Access to resources: Membership
of fisher organizations, access to L
insurance, loans and grants due to  § D A
loss of fisheries resources are all qlmed at men since women are

considered as not-fishers even though they are affected by the loss
in fisheries (Kusakabe & Thongprasert, 2022).

Access to leadership: Though women hold key responsibilities in

marketing and processing, these roles are seen as support and




MARINE PLASTIC AND FISHERIES

Fishing communities incur three kinds of costs due to marine plastic:
*repair and replacement of fishing gear damaged by marine litter;

*reduction in harvest and income due to fishing gear and locations damaged
by marine litter;

*welfare costs including health impacts of dirty environment, lack of nutrition,
and so on;

* costs incurred due to loss of ecosystem services such as recreation and
aesthetics (Butler et al. 201 3; Arthur et al. 2014; Bilkovic 2014).

While there has been some estimation of the loss to fishing gear




IMPACT OF MP ON LIVELIHOOD OF FISHERS

It is estimated that only 10 percent of marine plastic come from
fisheries related activities, but fisheries itself and coastal communities
are greatly affected by marine plastic debris (MacFadyen, 2009).
Men’s income is reduced due to

increase in marine plastic waste,
especially near the shore.

Women’s income from gleaning
is also reduced since the shores



IMPACT OF MP ON WOMEN'S FISHING ACTIVITIES

Near-shore habitats including beaches, mangroves, estuaries and

intertidal zones are used largely by women in fishing communities
(Kleiber et al. 2014).

Marine plastic litter in such spaces harms seafood by causing dlsease
reduces catch and causes economic #
losses (Newman et al., 2015).

It has a greater impact
on women’s near-shore
fishing in terms of loss
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*Men have faced decrease in fish catch and in income, which
pressures women to increase their income and seek other forms of
livelihood (Kusakabe & Prak, 2021).

*People working or living in habitats polluted by marine litter also
face health problems, which in turn increase women’s workload.

*Further, loss of men's income tends to increase violence against
women within the household and in the community.
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INTENSIFIED IMPACT OF MP ON WOMEN

The impact of marine plastic on women in fishing
communities is exacerbated due to gender roles and social
norms:

"Responsibility for reproductive labor
"Responsibility for food security

"Responsibility for health of household members
"Increase in gender-based violence







CONCLUSION

It is critically important to ensure
the involvement of affected women
in marine plastic-related and
fisheries- related policy making at s
the local, regional, national and m’rernq’rlonal levels

Due to their physical location, social status and their economic
status, women in fisheries are not directly involved in policy
making and hence policies do not address their concerns.




