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Session overview

• Introduction: aims & expectations

• IHH summary findings on gender & 
small-scale fisheries

• IHH Handbook and e-learning tool 

• Panel discussion on closing the gender 
data gap

• Next steps 
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Introduction: goals & 
expectations

• Summarize & build on insights from 
IHH on closing the gender data gap 

• Provide space to discuss barriers & 
opportunities for collecting, analyzing 
& sharing gender-disaggregated data

• Invitation to continue the conversation 
& contribute to a publication 
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Summary findings from 
Illuminating Hidden Harvests 

project
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(World Bank, 2012)

“Women account for 47% of 
the fisheries workforce, 
when considering harvest 
and post-harvest work.”

(World Bank, 2012)







Pathways through which 
gender considerations 
support the contributions 
of small-scale fisheries to 
sustainable development
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Entrenched gender blindness

Absence of women in data
Women absent or under-

represented in official 
statistics

Gender-blind policy
Policy development 

not inclusive or 
accountable to all 

stakeholders

Implementation gap
Policy implementation 

overlooks, or is inappropriate 
for, many fisheries actors 

and objectives

Gender-blind institutions
Gender expertise lacking or 
under-resourced in fisheries 

organizations

Gender-blind research 
and design

Gender-disaggregated 
data and gender not 
included in research 

plans

Women’s contributions 
undervalued or invisible
Beliefs concerning which 
activities are counted as 

labour exclude or 
undervalue women’s 

contributions

Perpetuating 
harmful 
gender 
norms



Gender blindness: Absence of women in data

• Production-centric employment data; 
overlooks activities along value chain   

• Focus on boat-based, gear-driven, 
income-earning, full-time fisheries 

• Lack of institutional capacity & 
prioritization
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Gender inclusivity and equality

Gender-disaggregated data
Minimum standard for quality, 
complete data in research and 

monitoring

Gender-inclusive policy
Policy developed with –

and accountable to – all 
fisheries actors, 

addressing full range of 
fisheries roles, 

opportunities and 
challenges

Successful implementation
Capacity gaps addressed, 

accounting for and benefitting 
all fisheries stakeholders

Gender-inclusive 
institutions

Gender expertise and research 
adequately resourced in 
fisheries organizations

Gender included in 
research & data 

design
Research design 

inclusive of gender-
disaggregated data and 

gender analysis from 
outset

All fisheries activities 
visible and valued
Women's and men's 

contributions 
acknowledged and valued 

across all segments of 
fisheries systems

Transforming 
gender norms



Towards inclusivity and equality: gender-disaggregated data

• Expand the definition of 
fishing and fisheries

• Commitments and 
coordination within & across 
agencies

• Institutionalize collection, 
analysis & use of gender-
disaggregated data
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Working 
together to 
close the 
gender data 
gap



Panel 
discussion

1) What are the biggest barriers for collecting, 
analysing and/or sharing of gender-disaggregated 
SSF data? 

2) What would it take to overcome these barriers? 

3) What are the incentives to collecting gender-
disaggregated SSF data? What gets improved when 
we have these data?



Thank you!
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